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allegiance to any of the existing political groups into the
orbit of Congress or of the parties which derived their main
inspiration from that body.

CL INDIAN DEMAND FOR SUBSTANTIAL
MODIFICATION

But the assurance that the White Paper proposals were
only provisional, subject to critical examination by a Joint
Select Committee in which the Indian leaders would again
be invited for consultation, infused some hope in the minds
of Indian Liberals. They at once made it clear that unless
the proposals were substantially modified there could be
no chance of their acceptance even by those on whom the
Government relied for co-operation.

It is worth while to dwell upon the nature of modifications
desired by what the Indian Liberals call "progressive
opinion in the country/' The Right Hon. V. S. Srinivasa
Sastri, C.H., one of the distinguished Indian Liberal states-
men, wrote as follows :

" The defects of the scheme are many; the under-
mentioned are perhaps among the more important modi-
fications required:

1.  Defence:   (i) Indianization to be completed within a fixed
period,    (ii) Recruitment to be open to all communities
and provinces,    (iii) Preparation during transition period
for responsibility.

2.  No Governor-General's Acts and no Governor's Acts.

3.  No special responsibilities and powers to the   Governor-
General or Governors in the transferred   sphere,  except
for the protection of the interests of minorities or those of*
a state.

4.  Exercise of power of previous sanction (if kept) in matters
of currency and exchange to be declared by the Instrument
of Instructions to be only in the interests of India.

5.  The services to be in future under the control of the Federal
Government*